Schauta-Amreich's Radical Vaginal Operation of
Cancer ofthe Cervix modified by Hans Hogler MD FICS pp ix+86 illustrated $6.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1963 Despite the current wave of enthusiasm for hysterectomy by the vaginal route, it seems unlikely that this book will evoke active interest in the 'radical' operation for cervical cancer.
The extent of the Schauta operation has always been limited by anatomical considerations and those who believe in surgical attack as a primary procedure find the Wertheim operation more logical. The abdominal approach permits lymphadenectomy which is impossible by the vaginal route.
The Schauta is recommended as particularly appropriate to operable cases who are bad surgical risks by reason of age or coincidental infirmity. English surgeons would treat these cases by some form of radiotherapy and such is the improvement of supervoltage techniques that this alternative is not regarded as materially inferior.
The book constitutes a masterly presentation of a notoriously difficult operation. It is fully illustrated and is of great historical interest.
DONALD FRASER
Holland & Brews' Manual of Obstetrics by Alan Brews MD MS(Lond) FRCP(Lond) FRCs(Eng) FRcoG 12thed ppxvi+811 illustrated 90s London: J & A Churchill 1963 Eden & Holland's 'Manual of Obstetrics', previously written by Holland & Brews, is now re-edited and re-written by Mr Alan Brews. The whole text of the twelfth edition has been revised, and a welcome addition is the section on the newborn child which has been entirely re-written, re-illustrated and enlarged by Dr Richard Dobbs. This volume meets the basic requirements not only of all the qualifying examinations but also of the Diploma of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gyn=cologists and its practical approach will doubtless be of great value to general-practitioner obstetricians.
As stated in the preface, the presentation is somewhat conservative. The illustrations are good, especially those in the chapters concerned with embryology, the foetus and the newborn infant.
This book presents the standard orthodox approach to obstetrics in which abnormalities are described with unusual clarity and their treatment discussed with commendable attention to detail but: does the second stage of labour in the primigravida really last for an average of two hours? Fig 330 illustrating a bucket at CQsarean section is superfluous. Mr Brews rightly condemns the use of gas and air analgesia with its associated feetal anoxia but the administration of rectal fluids in the treatment of hyperemesis is very conservative. The chapter at the end of the book describing obstetric mortalities and morbidities and the maternity services in Great Britain is both enlightening and constructive. This section presents its material with authority and leaves today's undergraduate in no doubt as to the challenge that faces him in the future.
GORDON BOURNE
The Principles and Practice of Rectal Surgery by William B Gabriel MS(Lond) FRCs(Eng) 5thed ppix+739 illustrated £66s London: HKLewis 1963 Since its first publication in 1932 this book has remained one of the classic books on this specialty. In the present edition it has been enlarged and a number of distinguished authorities have contributed to it. The illustrations have always been good and they have been further improved by colour. It almost certainly expresses the current views and teaching of St Mark's Hospital and with such a writer and authoritative background, what criticisms can be raised?
It is one of my regrets that the book itself has increased to its present size. All of it is good, but some parts are better than others. The accounts of certain operations could be reduced and perhaps some of the case reports in small type might even be omitted. In a book of this size more might have been said of views and methods of treatment not actually practised by the author and it seems unfortunate that only one method of heemorrhoidectomy is described, for there are some important centres in the world where this particular operation is not much in use. However, these are minor criticisms, for the book remains a classic contribution by an author of acknowledged eminence. The main if not the only significant contribution in this book is the suggestion that the cupula is attached not only at its base but also at its apex so that it cannot swing as it is usually assumed to do, rather like a metronome. Dr Dittrich proceeds from this to declare that so far from being critically damped, as postulated by the Utrecht school, it is a highly selective resonator. An even more remarkable claim is that the operative stimulus to the cupula is a radiation pressure and not an inertial impulse. Unfortunately much of the book is taken up with textbook derivations of standard equations in acoustics and line communication theories. These are unintelligible to the clinician and unnecessary to the physicist. They indicate at best how the cupula would work if it had certain characteristics. Unfortunately, the author gives no evidence whatsoever to support his claims that the cupula has these bizarre and improbable characteristics. His meaning, moreover, is unfortunately frequently obscured by purely linguistic failures.
The chapter on anatomy adds nothing to existing knowledge. 'History' is interlarded with sketchy flights into physiology in which, for example, a discussion of the electrical phenomena within the inner ear omits all reference to the various DC potentials. 'Cochlea mechanics' consists of a brief reference to the transformer mechanism of the middle ear and an equally brief account of Bekesy's hydrodynamic concepts. For those interested in cybernetics there is a stimulating account of the work of Dr Dreyfus-Graf introducing a phonetograph to analyse and record speech.
A TUMARKIN

Vascular Allergy and its Systemic Manifestations by Joseph Harkavy MD pp viii+304 illustrated 75s Washington: Butterworths 1963
This is no ordinary textbook on allergy with the usual emphasis on allergen and skin tests, but an attempt at 'correlation of the immunological, pathological and clinical aspects' of allergy as it involves the heart and blood vessels themselves. Its major concern, therefore, is not with conditions like hay-fever, asthma or urticaria, but with thromboangiitis obliterans, polyarteritis nodosa, isolated myocarditis and the 'collagen' diseases, to quote but a few of the main chapter headings.
Dr Harkavy is a clinician with a vast experience of the clinical aspects of allergic disease and it is in dealing with these aspects that the writing carries conviction. With the more basic immunology of the allergic state the author is obviously less directly involved, and this is reflected in the earlier chapters. The last three-quarters of the book, however, are most rewarding. They include an excellent account of tobacco allergy and its role in the atiology of thromboangiitis obliterans; a clear account of periarteritis nodosa and its classification, and valuable chapters on erythema nodosum, temporal arteritis, Wegener's granulomatosis, and Takayasu's syndrome. There is also a most useful account of pulmonary eosino-philia and especially that aspect of it in which Dr Harkavy has long been interested, pulmonary eosinophilia associated with periarteritis nodosa. Finally, the chapter on collagenous diseases brings together in a most convenient fashion the major contributions to the vascular allergic manifestations of this disease group.
It is a pity that the undoubted value of this book is seriously limited by the inadequacy of the index and the omission of titles from the fairly extensive and otherwise most useful bibliography. The natural history of diseases changes little, our knowledge of their pathology changes more, but what changes most rapidly is therapy and particularly the details of surgical technique. The surgeon must keep abreast of these changes using what methods he can. Meetings of learned societies with their papers and opportunities for exchange of ideas are perhaps the most rapid means of communication. Next come the scientific journals and later still the distillation of ideas and principles in monographs. The last are best able to cope with natural history and pathology. In operative detail they are often left behind. This particular monograph has overcome the challenge of time by its brevity and small size. Six authors have contributed chapters dealing with arterial disease, chiefly of the chronic obstructive type.
There are also chapters on aneurysm and embolism. They are well done and every surgeon concerned with such problems should buy this book, for there is much of value for a low price. What is more, he should buy it at once before time encroaches on its value. There is little doubt that, of the numerous investigations required to diagnose cardiac abnormality, the simpler radiological procedures are both highly informative to the physician and least traumatic to the patient. This book, in monograph form, stresses the importance of accurately localizing and diagnosing calcifications in and about the heart. Firstly, there is a chapter on the routine techniques employed, ending with a description of the cineradiographic visualization of intracardiac calcifications. The
